types in detail. The G-banded karyotype of C. d. chisai was prepared according to the numbering system of Harada et al. (1985) . Various amounts of centromeric C-heterochromatin were detected in all the chromosomes of C. d. chisai. The X chromosome carried terminal C-heterochromatin on the distal end of its long arm, in addition to the centromeric C-heterochromatin.
The Y was totally C-positive along with its whole arms. On the other hand, S. m. riukiuanus carried autosomal C-bands on the centromere of the pair no. 2 (HS 2), the interstitial region of the short arm of HS 4, and the short arms of HS 6, 7, 9 and 10. The X carried a large amount of C-heterochromatin (C-positive block) on the distal ends of its arms, as already noted by Ando et al. (1980) and Satya-Prakash and Aswathanarayana (1984) , and the Y carried large C-positive blocks on either side of its centromere which occupied almost half of its each arm. It was suggested, from the C-staining properties, that the Y of the house shrew may contain certain amount of euchromatin. Excluding C-band regions (Fig. 4 , large rectangle), WTS 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14 and 15 were almost identical in their G-banding patterns with HS 2, 11, 5, 8, 12, 13, 15, 17, 19 and 7, respectively in their arm ratio and G-banding pattern. The discrepancy could be well explained by taking a pericentric inversion into account (Fig. 3, p.i.) . The Gbanding pattern of WTS 1 and HS 1 well matched only in their long arms. Similarly, WTS 11, 17 and 18 could be partially paired with HS 14, 16 and 10. WTS 12, 16 and 19 and HS 3 and 4 were left alone unpaired, since they hardly showed any G-band homology between species. Their X chromosomes showed a marked difference, especially in their C-banding pattern (Fig. 4, square) . However, they are much alike except for the C-positive blocks, as revealed by their G-,banding pattern.
On the other hand, their Y chromosomes greatly differed from each other in their G-and C-banding patterns, as well as in their size and arm ratio (Fig. 4, small rectangle) . 
